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DECLARATION ON AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECURITY IN AFRICA

We, the Heads of State and Government of the African Union (AU), assembled in
Maputo at the

Second Ordinary Session of the Assembly, 10 to 12 July, 2003;

Concerned that 30 percent of the population of Africa is chronically and severely
undernourished; that the Continent has become a net importer of food; and that it is
currently the largest recipient of food aid in the world,

Convinced of the need for Africa to utilize its full potential to increase its food and
agricultural production so as to guarantee sustainable food security and ensure
economic prosperity for its peoples,

Noting with satisfaction the collaborative effort of the African Union Commission, the
NEPAD Secretariat, the Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and FAO on the one
hand, the Governments of Member States and other Partners on the other, in the
preparation of the Comprehensive Africa’s Agricultural Development Programme
(CAADP),

Recalling the Declaration of the Heads of State and Government, in their capacity as
Chairpersons of the Regional Economic Communities in Abuja, Nigeria, December
2002,

Convinced of the need to address the root causes of agricultural crises in Africa,
aggravated in particular by inadequate funding, the lack of adequate water control and
management, poor rural infrastructure and neglect of agricultural research, as well as
the threat of HIV/AIDS,

Recognizing that it is Africa’s responsibility to reinvigorate its food and agriculture
sector for the economic prosperity and welfare of its people,

Resolve to:

1. REVITALIZE the agricultural sector including livestock, forestry and fisheries
through special policies and strategies targeted at small scale and traditional farmers in
rural areas and the creation of enabling conditions for private sector participation, with
emphasis on human capacity development and the removal of constraints to
agricultural production and marketing, including soil fertility, poor water management,
inadequate infrastructure, pests and diseases;

2. IMPLEMENT, as a matter of urgency, the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture
Development Programme (CAADP) and flagship projects and evolving Action Plans for
agricultural development, at the national, regional and continental levels. To this end,
we agree to adopt sound policies for agricultural and rural development, and commit
ourselves to allocating at least 10% of national budgetary resources for their
implementation within five years;

3. CALL UPON the African Union Commission, the Steering Committee of NEPAD, the
FAO and other partners to continue their cooperation providing effective support to
African countries and the RECs in the implementation of the CAADP;

4. ENGAGE in consultations at national and regional levels with civil society
organizations and other key stakeholders, including the small-scale and traditional



farmers, private sector, women and youth associations, etc., aimed at promoting their
active participation in all aspects of agricultural and food production;

5. ENSURE, through collaborative efforts at the national and regional levels, the
preparation of bankable projects under CAADP for the mobilization of resources for
investment in agricultural growth and rural development;

6. ENSURE the establishment of regional food reserve systems, including food stocks,
linked to Africa’s own production, and the development of policies and strategies under
the African Union and the RECs, to fight hunger and poverty in Africa.

7. ACCELERATE the process of establishing the African Investment Bank, as provided
for in the Constitutive Act of the African Union, which should give priority to investment
in agricultural production.

8. INTENSIFY cooperation with our development partners to address the effect of their
subsidies, to ensure their support to market access for Africa’s exports, and to realize
the African Union’s vision of a prosperous and viable agricultural sector as envisaged
under the NEPAD framework and Millennium Development Goals.



